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liberty is tantamount to helping those who are destroying that
liberty. Fascist aggression has undoubtedly been encouraged by
the knowledge that the democracies contain numbers of people
who are unwilling to fight in their defence, and who would
even oppose (and thus obstruct) their own governments if war
breaks out or some sort of conscription is enforced. This being
so, the conscientious objector to violent means of defence be-
comes not merely ineffective in promoting peace,. but actually
helpful to those who are breaking it.
3. War may destroy liberty, but if the democracies "survive,
there is at least some possibility of regaining part of it; whereas
if the Fascists are allowed to rule the world, there is no chance
at all. Conscientious objectors by weakening the democratic
forces are helping the opposers, and thus defeating their own
object.
The first argument, if it is valid, cuts at the very root
of the anti-war movement, which is based on the assump-
tion that it is possible to convert Fascists and Nazis. They
belong to the same species as the so-called democracies
or, better still, war-resisters themselves. They show in
their family circles the same tenderness, affection, consi-
deration and generosity that war-resisters are likely to
show even outside such circles. The difference is only of
degree. Indeed Fascists and Nazis are a revised edition of
so-called democracies, if they are not an answer to the lat-
ter's misdeeds. Kirby Page in his brochure on the toll
of the late war has shown that both the combatants were
guilty of falsehoods, exaggerations and inhumanities. The
Versailles Treaty was a treaty of. revenge against Germany
by the victors. The so-called democracies have before now
misappropriated other people's lands and have resorted
to ruthless repression. What wonder if Messrs. Hitler &
Co. have reduced to a science the unscientific violence their
predecessors had developed for exploiting the so-called
backward races for their own material gain ? It is, [there-
fore, a matter of rule of three to find out the exact amount
of non-violence required to melt the harder hearts of the
Fascists and the Nazis, if it is assumed, as it is, that the